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William M. Milliken, Director of Ike Cleveland Museum of Art, announces 
the purchase of a rare tapestry, B The Lamentation, ■ for the John L. Severance Collection. 

It was woven in 1475, which is very early for Italian tapestry. The craft 
developed faster in north Europe, where the product had a utilitarian value as insu- 
lation from the cold, moist stone walls of the barons* castles, not necessary upon the 
smooth marble of Italy, which was never so cold. Like all Italian tapestry, made to 
adorn the space it covered, the design is pictorial, treated pictorially. Cosima Tura, 
1430-1495, court painter to the Duke d* Este of Farrara, made the drawing it copies. Proba- 
bly it was woven, for the Ducal Ghapel, as an antependium or altar front, by Giovanni de 
Lattre, one of the French weavers imported into Italy when that region became interested 
in tapestry. Cosima was a distinctly dramatic painter. The figures in this preparation 
of Christ for the tomb are starkly tragiw, in contrast to the formalized, decorative 


designs which marked the northern tapestries 


